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FACT SHEET i Archaeologyin the Park

Stand i n fr o@entreafd lobkoet actbssshie Whatydu see today is

the water of Grebe Lak®rior to the & Century AD you would have seen the series of

circular buildings that formed a rfa surroundedoy a 20 hectare (20 acrdgenced
enclosure protected by a disomehdeaof WHatiits ar ti s
would have looked like

Artist & impression of thdate RomanagBritish farmstead

The occupants were probably axtendedfamily of about 20 people (includingunts
uncles & cousins etcwho lived off cerealcropsand animals that probably included
cattle,sheep, pigs and horsedthough they were near the river, they drew their water
from carefully prepared wells. Ese penetrated theatertable to a depth of up to 2
metres(approximately § feet).Somewere lined with wicker basket work which foed



acrudefiter Wwen t he site was excavat eatkbofaund
wells with stonelinings.

Examples of wells found on the site

Wicker lined well

Stone lined well
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The RomanaoBritish Farmstead

Artist & impression of the RomanaBritish Farmstead as it might
have looked around the end of the*1Century AD

Description from a paperby Brian Dix, the resident archaeologist in 1978

fiThe homestead, although now transferred to a more open situation, continued as an
integral part of the surrounding field system. A succession of circular and rectangular
timberframed buildings evidencdié longevity of occupation at the new site, which

cul minated in the 4th Century with-the cor
houseo. Lying one side of the Hmnedweallsg ar ea
and covered drying kiln in additici other ancillary structures such as a circular hut.

With the close of the Roman period, there is a break in the settlement history of the site
until the Middle Saxon perioal.



Collecting the evidence

So how do we know all this about an ancient fait®,building andits wells? The
location of thewells was knowrevenbefore quarrying started. The local farmer who
owned the land used to complain of deep hollows in his pastureland that threaten to
swallow up the wheels of his tractdkerial photograpi undertaken by Prof J .K St
Joseph of Cambridge University in the 1950s revealed the presence of habitation.
1974, the removal of topsoil revealed a site of archaeological interest and professional
excavation started in 197d by Brian Dix andaided by local enthusiast3he picture

below shows the quaris itlooked at the time.

The Excavation

The archaeologicalexcavation
of the site commenced in 19:
under the direction of th
Planning Department C
Bedfordshire ©unty Council, in
conjunction with the Ancien
Monuments Directorate of th
Department of the Environmen

The 06dsilgad bywBrian
Dix, the County Archaeologis
who enlisted the practical he
of an army of local volunteers.




All this was made pssible through the exemplary-operation with the quarry site
ownersat the time Hall Aggregates.

Aerial view of the excavation within the working quarry

The Findings

A T - - i T i et

The evidence of the people who lived
the site was provided by the remaiok
several burials. The earliegtaves lay in
small cemeteriesvhere whole pots wer
buried alongside bags containing crema
remains. Excavated skeletons incluc
those of infants and older childreh. is
unusual to find burials and cremations
the @me site.



